
ach boy has his own cubicle which he must keep 
lean and tidy. Many of the boys give them a 
omely touch w�th colourful rugs and O:f,llam,ents 

and posters covering the wall. • • 
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HOKIO BEACH SCHOOL". 
. . . • I:J. r-' .: .' .... ,,. I 

FEW KNOW IT· EXIsTst��···.l 
mDDEN away among sand
hills at Holtlo Beach near.• 
Levin is a social welfare 

home which for 60 years few 
people in the district have been aware of. 

And of tho� who do know Hokio Beach School exists, 
most do not even know what the institution looks like, or 
even where at the beach it 
can be found. • 

But witli the recent public-. 
ity the school has gained fol- • lowing two escapes in one 
week · by a· pair of 13,year"°ld 
boys mucll interest is being sllown • !ri its activities, with 
par,ticular attention to the 
seC'UfitY &ystem; 

and ·other staff feel it d� not The scbool d11y is. organised �chool, wit>ll the boys .t�g deserve. on a somewhat •tm.ique basis, part in a variety of activ.-.es, 
The school is an open in- and it work$ • remarkably The staff circulate free].y stitution for up to 60 ·State well. among them, • talking with wards and while the boys are While most of the boys are them and perhaps joining in 

difficult they are not dan- not thrilled witll the tllotlght 'some of the games· while gerous. Security measures of school lessons, they prefer keeping· an unobtrusive eye are taken, • but these are not Hokio's way to the education• �n who is where and doing stringent, bearing in mind al syste. m  ·•they hav .. e .pre- �hat. the age of the boys - at 
present 10½ to 14. viously been P&rt of.· ! The ,flame happens an the 

The system, introduced by ;evening with all aCltivity reThough many do not know Mr Crutchley, Wall . devi�ed jVolving around H block of the schOol, it is through .no wi'th the ·"".· y's low. concentra• ;wh�e the duty master keeps wish of its own to remain "" ' thin ·fr 

figures, and help them dispel 
tµe fyeling many have when 
they arrive that they are all 
enemies." 

Perhaps the greatest testi
mony for the !lchool comes 
from a young lad almost 14, 
who, knowing there will be nothing for him at home when it is time for him to . return t!iere, wants to stay at 
the school until he. is 15 and ready to start work. is tl·on

· level' ·in. onin!i·,· •to ena. ble ian eye.on· gs • om a cen,. anonymous:, • V itors. are. ...... :tral offi • 
,always welcome . and are each boy to make· a' few de• l • · · · ce. •. This his· teachers are· hop. 
given a toui- of fihe institution cisions on : his . own, ·and to l Mr North feels much of the ing to arrange but pressure 

and the school by one of the help give µinupesponsibllity .\schoQl's success results from of numbers waiting to be ad
boys. Nobhing is hidden-not to himself. , •. the • active participation of mitted to the school may 
even H block's tWQ cells The boys s�end the first :staff . • UL �e�eational and ·-�

e� i.� ��� n��:_?.:i- ��-si_bl_e. __ 
which are used for overnight part of the ·day with their 1SP1lrting achViit1es. 

A rifle was involved in the first • escape, wi�h the• Armed , Ojfenders Squad in Wanganui 
assisting in the recapture of the boys. Because of this the school gaip.ed a notoriety the principal, Mr Keith North, 

security. when necessary. • • "home'' teacher and after· j " .. ;and it 'is in these areas 
'fbe school looks like any that are ·free to move be- \thait the foundations for good 

other to be found in New· tween the class rooms to ,relatio11�llips with •the child
Zealand . . , a neat row of study the subjects of , their iren are established !Uld beclassrooms,' head : teacher\s choice, aljd .witll ,the teacher !cause of staff interest the office, gymn•asium, tennis, Qf their choice, · !children nre encouraged· to 
courts, swimming pool. ·and Subjects range over the ldo better •with resultant • im0 

large playing field. ,accommo- . usual • reading, writing l'!nd !proved· ·behaviour and sports-, dating rugby goals·.and soc. arith.metic and include Maori lllUlnship. .. · cer nets. ' · , , • • t d' d eh • t' • • • • • s u 1es an . su • • mnova ions ! "Tln.!i· influen�the atmo-The only real difference ls as . chess, . Monopoly and 
i.1· 
spher� tremendously and the buildmgs, on the ot!J,er Scrabble which serve to relax. ihelps;: ci>:imteract boredom side of the drive - the , ad- the student� while learnµig at Jwhich::18 the basis Of a good ministration block,' kitchen, . the same time

_.. . , , . ideal Qf trouble and mis-dining room and the four dor- ;Each bof f1U11 in a time- .. !.conduct " he said. • . • mitories with its recreati<>n• tal!le· as he goes, noting what i . • • • . area, • known,, because . of its activities •he took part' in dur" ; . Mr North said they don't 
�ape, ai; .H blqck. • ·Ing the' day.· From the time• lexpect .· to _perform miraclei; 

These . are the buildings table the teacher can advise 1� the cnildren· • have . �n 
. which remind the visitor that the pupil if he is sp,ending·too jJ?l'0blem cMdren for ,a l�ng 
Hokio Beach school is a . so• . much time on one subject ·or itun!! before they• came mto • 
!!Jal welfare institution. · not enough on.another. :their care. . 

. "Bute .we cmi, send theni·-out 
b .•.. v· ... ·LIND. A.. s.. UM·NER, .!better: .adjusted JndividUals · i and hQpefully they will de-
By :day• ;the schQPl is. the b!)ys' domain and ,)ly 1µght , , . their work anli recreation. re;. volves arouµd the institution, 
Though two separate . en- , titles, the •boys' performances are collated· by the stafL9f each to award the boys points which . help them to measure their pwn progress and also to determine privi� 

leges they qtJalify for .. 
The. school has four' class, ropm teachers which gives a . 15 to ·one ratio, a head teach. er in a· supervisocy capacity, and a manual teacher who takes eight pupils at a time and relieves the pressure on 

the classrooms. 
Si.nee 1972, 22 teaeihers have 

been through the school and it has bee� without teachers • ' for long intervals duripg that 
time. 

The scliool has bten without a head teach<ir now for a • year though the _position has . been apv�ised •bY Jhe, E4W· cation Department. The reading levels Qf the • '!)oys are very low and • the 
' school has a desperate need 

••• foi'ia remedial-reading teapb. • er, or at least, the ,r.educt1on 
of class sizes to· give the teachers the time • to do • it _ themselves. Th teachers are doing their very best for the boys in 

• . . . ivelop into better , citizens and 
Wllile. t�1f.);111pi1s are.w,\r

.
:�·. 'pen

.
haPS,.le

.
a� �apJ;iier

. 
live$ in 

tng l)n their. own, the ·tel:\��er , the .  commumty. . . 
moves ami>ng 'them, helping ·.·"We can help them g·ain 
with their• ,work: and gf;,ing &Oll;le·, self• respect · by ex
special attention to those �ho P,Cnencing some success and 
need it. • • : i 1Hs. very· imparta:nt tliat they ; •. d�velop faith in themselves. Such a sygtQm can benefit' One thing, we should. do is both teac!J.er and,pupil aID.te, help them relate, better with 

The pupil can have a break i. adult,. specially auth!,)JiJL 
from a teacher • he may'. not. 
be getting on with, and! the 

teacher may come to realise ' 
his own shortcomings· through 
attendance of his class. . • 

While they may not � the 

best of students . academical-· 
ly, the boys' art and wood
work is of a . very high stan• 
dard, with some . of it• being. 
exceptionally beautiful. 

Sport is anoth�r, area.- .Jn 
which they can excel. As well 
as playing rugby and �ccer 
the boys, tiike part in , ath. 
letics, indoor basketball and,, 
harriers • 11gajnst other school:; 
pupils• in \the , district ', They' 
can also indulge in canoehlg on th� · Hlikio Stream which 
flows through the school. 

ExceptJor· two days .after 1 • . school WPfoh • are devoted to �po,rt; lhe �YI! 11pend tJie in-. terval l1etween' the end of lessons and· te.a time organising their own activities, 
their earl'!, but o.nly tl,le act- B�fore sc:bool- m the morn-

The Hokio, Stream flows thr'.)ugh tlt� school on its wa�r to the sea and some ing head teacher, Mr Bernie ing there are beds t<> make, 
of the boys recreation thne is spent canoeing on it. Here two youngsters Crutchley, has· any previous cubiclesto tidx and cleaning 

experience of teaching 13 to and sweeping ,to be done. 
return to the school over the stream after flying their gliders on the large 14-year"Old secondary age Morning break and lunch • playing field. pupils. are the same as in any '1 
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