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"Be obedient to those who are taking the lead among you and 

be submissive, for they are keep1ing watch over your souls as 

those who will render an account."-HEBREWS 13:17. 

1. How do we benefit from the work of Christian overseers? 

JEHOVAH _ _  has . provided __ overseers __ forhis_organization in __ this_"time of_the end_." 
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this __ w_icked_ system_ofthings.-Acts 20:28-30; 1_ Peter 5:8; _1 __ John_ 5:7_9. 

2. How did some view the apostle Paul. but what attitude toward the elders is fining? 

2 But how do you view the elders? [n your heart, do you say: 'I'll never go to 
another elder in this congiregation if I have a problem, for I have no 
confidence in any of them'? If that is how you feel, could you be 
overemphasizing their imperfections? In ancient Corinth, some said of the 
apostle Paul: "His letters are weighty and forceful, but his presence in person 
is weak and his speech contemptible." Yet. God assigned Paul to a ministry 
and used him as "an apostle to the nations." (2 Corinthians 10:1 O; Romans 
11 :13; 1 Timothy 1 :12) lt is hoped, then, that you feel more like the sister who 
said: 'We have the best body of elders in the world. They were right lhere to 
help when needed." 

Why Obey Them? 

3. If the Lord is to be with the spirLt we show, how should we view Christian undershepherds? 

21 

3 Since Christian undersheplherds have been provided by the Great Shepherd, 
Jelhovah God, how do you think he wants us to view them? Surely, God expects 
us to follow the Bible-based direction received through loving overseers under 
the supervision of the Governing Body of Jehovah's Witnesses. Then 'the Lord 
will be with the spirit we show: we will enjoy peace, and we will be upbuilt 
spiritlllally.-2 Timothy 4:22; compare Acts 9:31; 15:23- 32. 

4. How can we personally apply Hebrews 13:7? 

4 Paul urged: "Remember those who are taking the l
l

ead among you, who have 
spoken the word of God to you, and as you contemplate how their conduct 
tums out imitate their faith ." (Hebrews 13:7) Among the early Christians, the 
apostles primarily took the lead .. Today, we can observe those making up the 
Governing Body of Jehovah's Witnesses, other arwinted overseers, and men of 
the "great crowd" who take the lead among us. (Revelation 7:9) Although we 
are not urged to imitate their voice quality, posture, or other human traits, we 
should be able to make our conduct turn out well by imitating their faith. 

5. On the earth today, to whom has the chief responsibility of caring for the Christian 
congregation been entrusted, and what do they deserve? 

5 On the earth today, the chief responsibility for caring for our spiritual needs 
has been entrusted to "the faithiful and discreet slave." Its representative 
Governing Body takes the lead and coordinates the worldwide Kingdom
preaching work. (Matthew 24:14, 45-47) Especially might these spirit-anointed 
elders be viewed as spiritual governors, for Hebrews 13:7 can be rendered: "Be 
you mindful of the ones governing ... you." (Kingdom Interlinear) With more 
than 60,000 congregations and over 3,500,000 Kingdom proclaimers, the 12 
elders forming the Governing Body have 'plenty to do in the Lord 's work.' 
(1 Corinthians 15:58) In view of their God -given assignment, they deserve our 
full cooperation, even as the first-century governing body had the cooperation 
of the early Christim1s.-Acts 15:1, 2. 

6. What are some things done by elders for the benefit of Jehovah's people? 

6 Overseers have been spirirt-appointed to care for the spiritual needs of the 
congregation. (Acts 20:28) They see to it that the Kingdom message is 
preached in the territory of the local congregation. These Scripturally qualified 
men also prnvide spiritual direction in a loving manner. They exhort, console, 
and bear witness to their spiritual brothers and sisters, to the end that these 
might go on walking worthily of God. (1 Thessalonians 2:7, 8, 11, 12) Even 
when someone takes a false step before he is aware of it, these men seek to 
readjU1st him "in a spirit of mildness."-Galatians. 6:1. 

7. What counsel did Paul give at Hebrews 13:17? 

7 Our hearts are motivated to cooperate with such loving overseers, This is 
fitting, as Paul wrote: "Be obedient to those who are taking the lead among 
you and be submissive, for they are keeping watch over your souls as those 
who will render an account; that they may do this with joy and not with 
sighing, for this would be damaging to you.' ' (Hebrews 13:17) How are we to 
understand this counsel? 
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8, 9. (a) In view of Hebrews 13:17, why should we be obedient to those taking the lead? (b) Our 
obedience and submissiveness can have what good effects? 

8 Paul urges us to obey t'hose governing us spiritually. We are to "be 
submissive, "  to yield to these undershepherds. Why? Because 'they are 
keeping watch over our souls,' or lives dedicated to God. And how are they 
"keeping watch'? Here the present active indicative of the Greek verb 
a·grupne'o literally me.-=ms that the elders "are abstaining from sleep." This 
reminds us of the solitary shepherd who forgoes sleep to protect his flock 
from 111ighttime dangers. Elders sometimes spend sleepless nights in prayerful 
concern for God 's flock or in rendering spiritual aid to fellow believers. How 
much we should appreciate their faithful service! Surely, we do not want to be 
like the "ungodly men " of Jude's day who 'disregarded lordship and spoke 
abusively of glorious ones,' anointed Christian elders with God-given glory, or 
honor; conferred upon them.-Jude 3, 4, 8. 

9 Jehovah would be displeased if we failed to be obedient and submissive to 
Christian overseers. This would also prove burdensome to them and would 
harm us spiritually. Ilf we were uncooperative, the elders might care for their 
duties with sigihing, perhaps in a spirit of discouragement that could result in 
a loss of joy in our Christian activities. But our obedience and 5ubmissiveness 
promote godly conduct and strengthen our faith. 'The Lord is with the spirit 
we show,' and joy flourishes in such a climate of cooperation, peace, and unity. 
-2 Timothy 4:22; Psalm 133:1. 

IO. According to 1 Timothy 5:17. why do those presiding in a fine way deserve honor? 
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1 0  O u r  be ing obedient and s u bmissive to cong reg atio n e lders does not mea n 
that we a re men pleasers. That wo uld be unscriptu ra l , for first- centu ry 
Chri st ian slaves were tol d  to obey thei r masters, "not with acts of eye-service,  
as men pleasers, but with si ncerity of heart, with fear of Jehova h ." (Co lossians  
3 :22; Ephes ians 6:5, 6) Ove rseers 'who preside in a fine way and work l1a rd  in  
spea ki ng and teach i ng' deserve ho nor princi pa l ly because thei r teach ing i s  
based o n  God's Word. As Paul wrote: "Let the older men who presi de in a fi ne 
way be reckoned wo rthy of dou b le honor; especial ly those who work hard i n 
spea ki ng and teach i ng . For the scr i ptu re says: 'You must not muzzle a bul l 
when it th res hes out the g ra i n'; a l so: The workman is worthy of his wages ."'-
1 Ti mothy S: 1 7, 1 8. 

11. How may "double honor" come to an elder, bur what mu5t he avoid? 

11 Paul's words just qu oted i ndicate that materia l hel p can r ig htly be g iven to 
those looki ng after the spiritua l i nterests of others. However; this does not 
mean that el ders sho u ld rece ive a sa l ary, a nd "d ou ble honor" su rely is not 
something exacted by a n  el der. It may come from the cong regati1on's 
members spontaneous ly, b ut he must neve r use h i s  assignment to gain power 
or material possessi1o ns. He shou ld not seek h i s  own glory or associate mainly 
with the more prosperous o nes for materia l cidva ntage and to the neg lect of 
others. ( Proverbs 25:27; 29:23; J ude 1 6) Rather, an overseer must shepherd 
God's floc k 'w i ll l ing l

l

y, not for love of d ishonest gain, b ut eagedy.'-1 Peter 5 :2. 

12. By keeping what in mind will we be helped to obey those taki ng the lead among us? 

12 We wil l  be he l ped to obey a nd hono r  those taki ng the lead if we 23 

remem ber that God himself has provi ded the elders. ( Ephesici ns 4:7-1 3) Since 
these men a re spi r it a p pointed a nd God's orga n ization occu pi es a vita ll p lace in 
the lives of J ehova h's Witnesses, su rely we want to de monstrcite our g rat itude 
and respect for theocrat ic a rrci ngements . Moreover, we can assist new ones to 
develop th is attitude if we set a fi ne example of obed ience and subm i ssion to 
those taki ng the lead a mong us. 

Why Appreciate Thei r Service? 

13. (al What contrasting views of leadersh ip ex ist in  the world and in God's organization? 
{bJ We have wha1 sound reasons for confidence in the men taking the lead among us7 
{c) Instea d of magnifying the imperfections of hardwor king elders, what should we do? 

1 3  In the worl d, there is a tendency to rej ect leadersh i p .  As one lectu rer said: 
"The r is i ng ed ucation level has i m p roved the ta lent pool such that fo l lowers 
have become so cr it ical that they a re a l most i m possi b le to lead ." But a sp i rit of 
i ndependent thinki ng does not preva i l in God's orga nizati on, and we have 
sou nd reasons for confidence in the men taki ng the lead a mong u s. For 
i nsta nce, o nly those meeti ng Scri ptu ra l requirements are appoi nted as elders. 
(1 Ti mothy 3: 1 -71 They a re tra ined to be ki nd, lovi ng, and  he l pfu l!, yet firm i n 
upho ld i ng J ehovah's ri g hteou s standards. The elders ad here to Scri ptural 
trnth, 'holding fi rmly to the fa ithfu l word, that they may be a b le to exhort by 
healthful teaching .' (Titus 1 :5 -9) Of COL.f fse ,  we sho uld not mag n ify their hu ma n 
i mperfecti' ons, for a l l  of us are i m perfect. ( 1 K i ngs 8:46; Romans 5: 1 2) Instead 
of feeli ng frustrated by thei r l i m itations a nd treati ng their counsel l ightly, let 
us appreciate and accept the Bible-based d i rect ion of the e lders as coming 
from God. 

14.  In  view of 1 Ti mothy 1:  1 2, how should an elder look upon the min istry assigned to h im? 

14 Paul , an a p prec iative man,  sa id : "I am gratefu l to Ch rist jesu s o ur Lord, who 
i mparted power to me, bec,r nse he cons idered me faithfu l  by assig ni1 ng me to 
a mi nistry." (1 Ti mothy 1 : 1 2) That  m i n istry, or service, i nc l uded the preachi ng 
wo rk and the serving of fel low bel ievers . Al though an overseer hcis ci n  
assig n me nt b y  hol

i

y spi rit to serve a s  a shepherd, this should not make hi m 
feel su perior to others, for he hi mself i s  pa rt of God's flock of sheepl i ke ones. 
(1 Peter 5:4) Instead, he sho u ld be g rcitefu l that the Head of the cong reg at io n, 
Jesus Chri,st, cou nted h i m  worthy to minister to members of the floc k and that 
God q ual ified him by granting hi m a measu re of knowled ge, wi sdom, a nd 
understand i ng . {2 Cori nthians 3:5) Si nce an e lder has reason to be g rateful 24 

fo r his God-given privi leges, other members of the co ngregation should 
appreciate th is m i n istry, o r  service. 

15. What is the e5sence of Pau l's counsel at 1 The5salonian5 5:12, 13? 

1 5 J ehovah's Witnesses are gratefu l for the organ i zation that Goel has bui lt up  
i n these last days, and  that appreci atio n moves us  to  respect the e lders. We 
sho uld be happy to cooperate fu l ly with the arrangements they ma ke for our 
benefit . Pa u l said: "Now we req uest you , brothers, to have rega rd for those 
who a re work i ng hard among you and presid i ng over you i n the Lord and 
admon ishi ng you; a nd to g ive them more tha n extraord i na ry considerat io n i n  
love beca use of thei r wo rk." (1 Thessalon ians 5 :1 2, 1 3) Applying this counsel 
br i ngs joy and Jehovci h's b lessing .  

Be Qu ick to Apply Cou nsel 

16, 1 7. What counsel m ight elders give regarding marriage, and what would result from 
following it? 

16 Paul urged T itus to 'keep exhon:i ng and reproving wi1th fu l l a uthority.' (Titus 
2: 1 5) Si m i lar ly, God's re presentat ives today direct us to Bible pr i nc i ples and 
laws. There are sound reaso ns to accept the repeated admonition to a pply the 
cou nsel and direc ion of Jehovah's o rgan iza ion and the a p pointed ell ders. 

17 To i l l ustrate: The e lders may u rge a Christ i an to fol l ow the Bi ble's cou nsel to 
marry "only i n  the Lord ." (1 Cori nthians 7 :39; Deutero nomy 7 :3, 4) They may 
poi nt o ut that ma rrying an unbaptized person ca n lead to serio us probl ems, 
even as Ki ng Solomon erred g ravely by taki ng foreign wives, who i ncl ined his 
heart toward false gods and away fro m J ehovah. (1 K ings 1 1  :1 -6) The e lde rs 
may a lso explain that Ez ra had J ewish men put away the i r  pagan wives, and 
Nehemia h said that those marryi ng unbelievers were 'comm itt i ng great 
bad ness in acting u nfaithfu l l y  aga i nst God .' (Nehem ia h 1 3:23-27; Ezra 1 0:1 0-
1 4; see The Watchtower, March 1 5, 1 982, page 3 1 ; N ovem ber 1 5, 1 986, 
pages 26-30 .) Bless i ngs and the sat isfaction of pleasing Jehova h resu lt  from 
applying such Scr i ptura l cou nse l g iven by l ovi ng elders. 

18. Considering what Paul wrote at  I Cori nth ians 5 :9- 1 3, how should we react if  a family 
member is disfellowshipped? 

18 It is also proper to respect the ju d ic ia l dec isions of the elders. Paul told 
Chri st ians in Cori nth to "q u it m i xi ng i n  compa ny with a nyone cal led a brother 
that i s  a forn icator or a greedy pe rson or an i do late r or a revi ler or a dru n kard 
or a 111  extort io ner, not even eating with such a man." They were to 'remove the 
wi cked man from a mo ng themse lves. '  (1 Cori nthians 5:9-1 3) But how would 
you act iif one of yo ur re latives was d isfel lowsh i pped? While there m i g ht be a 
need for l i mited contact to care for family matters, a l l spi r itua l association 
with the d isfellowsh i pped relative would have to be cut off. (See The 
Watchtower, Apri l 1 5, 1 988, pages 26-31 . ) Su rely, loyalty to God and hi s 
organizat ion shou ld move us to res pect the j ud ic ia l dec isions of the overseers . 

19. What should we do 1f the elders show us that we a re going the wrong way spir1tua lly? 
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1 9  I t  is not easy to remai n on the narrow road to l ife .  To do so, we must follow 
the d irect i o11 g i vell i 11 God's Word a nd by those entru sted with shepherd i ng 
responsi bi l it ies i n  h is organizat io n. (Matthew 7: 1 3, 1 4) If we were trave l i ng 2s 

from one city to another by automobi le and made a wrong turn, actio n wou ld 
be needed to correct our course. Otherwise, we wou ld never reach our 
dest i nation. Si mi la rly, i f  the elders show u s  that we are going the wro ng way 
spi r itual ly, perha ps by cou rting an u nbell i ever. we should qu ickly a p p ly the i r  
Scri ptu ral cou nsel .  Th is  wou l d  be one way to show that we rea l ly d o  "trust i n  
Jehovah."-Proverbs 3:5, 6. 

Respect Even in  Sma l l  Th ings 

20. Asking ourselves what  quest ions can help us to show respect for the direction of the elder s 
even in small ma tters? 

20 We need to show res pect for the d i rect ion of the e lders even in small l 
matters. So we m i g ht ask ou rselves: 'Am [ cooperative if the e l ders ask us to 
visit the sick or tra i n  new ones in the field m i n istry? Do I read i l y  acce pt 
assig nments for meeti ngs and prepare them well? Am 1 receptive when elders 
give di rection on seat saving at co nventions, ou r manner of dress, and so 
forth? Do I cooperate when they ask us to assist in c l ean i ng the Ki ngdom H all, 
report our fie ld service promptly, or arrive at  meeti ngs on t i me?' 

21. Our showing respect for the elders may call to mind what word s of Jesus? 

21 Co ngregation overseers appreci ate o u r  cooperation, and it results i n much 
good. In fact, our be i ng respectfu l a nd cooperative even in sma l l matters may 
wel l call to mind Jesus· words: "The person faithfu l i n what is least is fa ithfu l 
also i n  mu ch ." (lu ke 1 6:1 0l Su rely, we want to be co nsidered faithful .  

Keep Respond ing to Loving1 Overs ight 

22. What are some benefits resulting from the loving oversight of the faithful slave and 
congregation elders? 

22 The benefits resu lti ng from the l ovi ng oversight of the fa ithfu l s l ave and 
congregation elders p rove that Jehovah's rich bl essi ng is upon h is ea rthly 
organizat ion. Moreover, ski l lful di rection by the e lders blends the i r abi lities 
and promotes unity among us. lt also resu lts i n a concerted and successfu l 
effort to advance Ki ngdom interests . Indeed , one positive resu lt of ou r 
appreciative response to the oversig ht of those ta ki ng the lead is that God 
blesses our p reach ing a nd disc i p le-mak i ng work. (Matthew 28: 1 9, 20) O u r  
cooperation with the elders i s  a l so preparing u s for ete rnal l ife in the new 
system of th i ngs. 

23. In the ligh t of 1 John 5 :3 , what should we be moved to do? 

23 S i nce we love J ehova h, obeyi ng him is not an u n p leasant dllty. The a postle 
John wrote: 'ThiI s i s  what the love of God mea ns, that we o bserve h i s 
comma ndments; and yet hi s command ments are not bu rdensome." ( 1 Joh n 
5 :3) Loya l Christians g l ad ly obey J ehova h's comma ndments a nd are moved to 
cooperate with those to whom he has entru sted congregation oversight. H ow 
thankfu l! we a re to be i n God's organizat io n a nd to have such "g ifts i n  men"! 
(Ephesia ns 4:8) With fu ll confidence that God i s d i recti ng h is peopl'e , then, let 
us always be obedient to those privi leged to take the lead among Jehovah's 
Witnesses. 

What Are Your ,Comments? 

□ Why be obed ient to those ta king the l ead among us? 

□ What attitude shou ld we have rega rd i ng the service rendered by 
hardwo rki ng e lders? 

□ Why be quick to apply cou nsel g iven by the elders? 

□ What benefits resu lt fro m our appreciat ive respo nse to l ovi ng oversight? 

[Blu rb on page 24) 

Do you cooperate with the elders by accepti ng ass ig n ments for meeti ngs, by 
helping to c lean the Ki ngdom Ha l II, by report i ng your field service act ivity 
prompt ly, a nd i n  other ways? 

[P, i cture on page 23) 

Pau l was del ig hted to p reac h the good news and to serve fe l low be l ievers. As 
an e lder; a re you g ratefu l for yo u r  God-give n p rivi leges of service? 
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