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Boy' ho·ck Treatntent 
�' Z., i-1-e�ot 15 / 1 � / 7(; 

By PETER TRICKETT 
Herald Medical 
Correspondent 

The Auckland Comn1iltee 
on Racism and Discrimina- Raises Protest 
tion J1as vrotested to the 1 . . . .. . .. 
:\Iinisler of Social \\elfan•, gt1:mliansbip orders in Auck- The report also .slated that/eleclric1ty was turned on it when It would be Just1[1able 
i\Ir Walker, ov<'r the case of h,nd until trrrc has been a he "behaved like an uncon- had been. extremely painful. to administer it lo a child of 
a 13-ycar-old Nrnran 1,o, who full inquiry ,nto this case and trollable animal" and witbin He had been aware of going 13 It was normally given 
was sent to Lake • Alice I in� the wnole op�ralion of a _ few days "was given a i�to spas�s �nd of brig�t un

.
der anaesthetic, so the Psychiatric Hospital, _ near; the Aucklancl office," the bnef _course of electro- lights flashmg m front of his atient would not feel any- I Palmcrston North, and sub- leller added. convulsive therapy because eyes. P . 

jected to courses of elrctl'ic N E 1. h of his apparently psychotic The boy said he had tlung. . . I shock treatment without his' 0 1 ng IS behaviour." sometimes struggled with the Told that the boy claimed. 
parents' knowledge. The boy arrived in Auck- The . spokesman sai� the hospital authorities when he was given the treatment 

The boy, who is an epilep- l�nd from N�ue at the age _of committee �ad �onfll'med they h?d. :-vant�d. to _give him without anaesthetic, Fro
lic, had been placed under six, accordmg Lo the m- froi:n th� boy s parents that tranqu1l1Is111g mJect1ons, but fessor Werry said: "If you 
the guardianship of .the De• formation supplied to the thell' consent was n�ve� not when he was told he ":'as do . not have ? _properly 
partment of Social Welfare committee. He �poke no sought for the shock treat to have clectro-convuls1ve tramed ?-nae_sthe_tisl 1t 1s bet
after three court appear- Engbsh, and on_ bemg enroll- ment. , Th�y only l�arned therapy. . . ter to give rt without anaes
ances for shoplifting, accord- ed al . the Richmond . Rd about 1! from a let�er thell' "I was afraid �hat if I th�tic." 
ing to official documents and scho?l m 1968 he _was put m a son . wrnte them from the struggled then they would Mr J. K. B. Fountain. 
other information supplied to s�ecial class. with me:ntally ho,�pital. ma�; the _shocks worse for director of social work for 
the committee by the boy's disturbed children. His I_Q . Even now they have �o me, he said. the Department of Social 
, parents. , was _Les led, w1�h �he l_est m 1 eal co�cept of. what. el,�ctr 0• Efforts by the Herald Welfare, said the depart-

He was also given forced English, and his rntel11gence convulsive th�r apy is, the yest�rday to .. trace the menl's attitude was that if a 
injections of tranquillisers. was assessed as low average spokesman said. medical authorities respons- boy who was under depart-

A spokesman said ye�ter- or dul�. ' Good Proo-ress ible for the boy's treat_me�t mental care was sent to a 
day that the committee Durmg the next SlX ye�rs � . at �ake Allee Psychiatric hospital for treatment, the 
believed the boy's case he was_ sent to a succession When the boy was_ d1:'- Hospital proved unsuccessful. type of treatment used was 
raised two important ques- of special classes for retard- charged from Lake Alie� m Contacted by telephone at the responsibility of the 
tions. ed children at various prim- August this . year . a me�1�al his home at Marton, the medical authorities. In this 

"We want lo know whether ary schools, including St report descnbed his C?ndition medical superintendent of case the boy concerned had 
the state, when it has taken John's School at Mangere for as "only modera_tely Improv- Lake Alice, Dr S. L. Pug- been "extremely disturbed." 
legal guardianship of a child, mentally handicapped chil- ed." Ho�ever, !us teachet at mire, disclaimed all respon· __________ _ 
has the right Lo do what it dren. the hospital, whom he liked sibility. He said the adoles
pleases to the body and mind All of the schools found and came to trust, found that cent unit was not part of 
of that child without refer- him at times hard to control, he "worked well and made Lake Alice Hospital and did 
ence to the child's own and variously described him very good progre�s . .. once not come under his jurisdic-
natural parents," he said. as over-active, ebullient, ag- 1t was clear to him that the tion. Dr Pugmire referred 
W·th t C t gr_essive and bull)'.ing. During teac�;r was there to help the inquiry to th� board's I OU onsen this six-year period of con- him. . superintendent-in-chief, Dr 

"The second question is tact with mentally handi- Accordmg . Lo the docu- Kenneth Archer. 
whether the state has the capped children he was m�nts supplied to the c_om- But Dr Archer told the 
right to administer electro- further assessed as being of mittee the boy was given Herald the adolescent unit at 
convulsive therapy to a child borderline deficiency, al- fmal shock treatment a few Lake Alice had "nothing to 
without the consent of the though he was also described d�ys before he went home. do with bhis board." 
child or his parents." as a "warm, cheerful and His mother told . co_mmitlee He said it was true that 

The spokesman said they affectionate boy." members . that w1thm three although a psychiatrist was 
did not want lo make the By July last year the boy days of his_ return home she employed by the Palmerston 
boy's name public because had been made a ward of the became frrgh_tened at how North board he also did 
this might adversely affect state after appearances in str�nge. and 111 he became, some extra s�ssions at Lake his future. court for shoplifting. He was "w1�h h;,s head back and eyes Alice. 

• 
In the lelter to Mr Walker. placed in the Owairaka Boys' rollmg. . . . , the committee said the send- Home and then in Novem- In an mterv1ew m Auck- NO Jurisdiction' 

ing . of a _13-year-old . be- be�·, sent to th� adolesc�nt land yesterday �he boy sa\d "In anything he does here hav1oui:-ally d1sturbed _ ch_ild lo u!11t at Lake Alice Psychiat- fie had been ,given el�ch·1c (at Palmerston North) the ?- hospital for the cnmrnally nc Hosp1_taL . . s�oc� treatll!ent many times. psychiatrist is responsible to rnsane showed that the Auck� Accordmg to an official His 1mpress1011 was that the me " Dr Archer said "In land division_ of the 1?epart- report . by the. psychiatrist sho�ks were given as a anything he does at • Lake menl of Social Welfai e was w�o treated hun at_ Lake pumshm�nt. Alice he is responsible to Dr not c_ompetenl Lo be entrust- Allee, he was, at t!�e t111:e _ he He s�id he had usually Pugmire. I have no jurisdice_d with t)'le ea.re and protec- was �dm1tted, . a llvmg be�n given the treatment tion at Lake Alice at all." ti�n of children. . memor_ial to the. madequac1�s wlule strapped to a bed. Told that Dr Pugmire had ·�e demand you 1m- of the unmigration system m Eleclrodes had been placed just said that the Lake Alice mediately suspend all future New Zealand." _on his forehead and when the adolescent unit was the 
-- Palmerston North Hospital 

Board's responsibility, Dr 
Archer replied: "I cannot 
accept that statement at 
all." 

Experts in Auckland yes
terday disagreed on whether 
it was reasonable to give a 
13-year-old boy electro
convulsive therapy. 

Mr M. D. Malloy, a lawyer 
and president of the New 
Zealand Psychological So
ciety, said the tendency in 
the 1960s was for electric 
shock therapy to be sup
planted by new forms of 
drug treatment. He was very 
surprised to hear that elec
tro-convulsive therapy was 
still being used on children. 

"It seems madness to do 
this to a boy who is known to 
have epileptic seizures," he 
said. 

But the professor of psy
chiatry at the Auckland 
Unive�·sity medical school, 
Professor J. S. Werry, said 
electro-convulsive therapy 
was one of the safest 
treatments in medicine and 
1Lhere could be occasions' 
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" j.,  MERRY CHRIST'MAS JOI f Bus Co unle3s the Govern-

ad - Ph 7 68-483, R J �� 299 Ponsonby Rd ,- ment provides the finance. 

ii !I IOI : '.Dhe aubhority has told Vhe 

�>;������i lt TO ALL OUR CUSTOMERS jij THREE LAMPS n company it cannot accept its 
'C-IC-l<'<-ICIC!-t:-telC�<-l«ll·ICHM:�-lt'j � IHt � offer to sell wiVhout consult-

SHOES 
and 

SANDALS 
Al l  colours 

See them at 

"' it For a l l  your MACRAME NEEDS: Ju te, '.!� Ask for your X ing the Government and local t 
n !I " , � bodies concerned and obtain-
! f twine, s isal ,  lash ing,  cords, beads, r ings, ft fREE POSTER � ing financial assistance for 
! � leather thong. �� n t<he purchase. 
f it 

JO! _ g "We have no funds to take 
X J WE HAVE THE LOT � �>;-�ii, on anotiher bus service, " said 

� � CARPET WOOL, 1 Oc per oz �F;IC-1C�ic1c-ic-te-rcic-ic:-1C-ic:ic{C�,eic�.; the ARA chail,man, Mr L. I. d 
it !I 

"� 'I. Murdoch. c 
ii J for a l l  your  handcraft needs. � i SA N DA LS : "'.Dhe purchase will be de- A 
ii ¥ , !I  ii pendent on government J i  

f ADE SHOES f J ALSO STOCKISTS OF NURSERY FURNITURE, : �  G I 
n assistance. we could not 

:>t><>t->i�>f>j����� i BABIES' AND CHILDREN'S WEAR j� 
a ore n contemplate i t  without that." 

..... ·-�--,1 CUDDLEDOON H .  i Parkin 
� I n !I --- �""'"""' � "' 
A !/  K �  �� ...... ..- X 
Ii !I ji !I  A 

R . f ,, 269 and 271 Ponsonby Rd. Ph 768-456. fJ From as l ittle as : eJe' � ���� -� $1 1 .99 A • 

R !l<-IC-l<IM-IC��-t<-ICIC-ll!C-IC:IC-ICIC-t<�-te-te-!C!«-IC-ICIC-ICIC-IC-ICICte�� 
at � A 

1 

X 'I 
• A,, SPENCER WADE A recommendation 

n:

t 

f � �� SHOES � that marina licence-

� :  THE PEOPLES :� 3 LAMPS, PONSONBY R holders at Westhaven 
A tJI �f� have preferential park-

j � A it.l(!Cl.C-ICIC1C-1C-te-tei«:{Kt<�tc-ict<1 
ing was rejected at c:: 

A !I SHOE SHOP "* MAN�loRS A an Auckland Harbour m 

: I 
• 

!J ii, R Board meeting yester- tr 

i I · For a good range of men's, wo;,,en's a nd ii JEWELLERS i �- debate on the issue 
h 

��,.,_, � ch i ldren's shoes. f Y. 
:'.T 

·j saw a dash between the 
IC-lt4Cl«IC-tC!<-tC-1C-1C-1C'<*IC!CIC1C-1C� Y. 

DQN'J M I ' S  THE BARGAINS A� T.· 1  • 
board chawman, Mr R. W. 

� � J 
�!I  • r . � 0arr, and a member, Mr H .  

f MARKf J IS A J i ! ii i L"l
w

;:;�rt from the boat 
1' ;, Our shoes a re wel l  below i(!f 301 PONSONBY RD, n harbours committee on in-
i> Y. normal reta i l  price. f� T_HREE LAMPS � adequate parking at West-
- :  Cal l  i n  before Christmas and see our  nY.Xmas Gifts ga lore, Dress n haven recommended bhat 
: � extensive range. :�Rings, Watches, Clocks, � marina licence-holders have f 
_ )I 

"�Cul tured Pearls, Crysta l ,  Ii preferential parking on a 

· J 1 23 Ponsonby Rd, RY.Jewel lery, Watch Bandsj "sticker system" on pay- s 
)I Ph 763 872 ��Greenstone and  Pa ua, ii men� of _ an annual fee for 

f 
• • : �cuff l inks, etc. � ��;ma hcenc� renewal. f 

y, . . . . . iii��� 'IJ.Vlr Carr sa1d he �as con-
��)i--�>t��»>1ti>i,i>1>1>1>1>i�;,; cerned at l!he movmg of a t 
l��-lC-l«IC-I.Cl«IC-l«l«IC-lf( �-1C-t«-1C-!C-1C��-ICIC-lEl«lt:�-l«tCIC-tC-r<-1C-1CJC-!oll«te-!CICIC-lft:-!El§t«lll<m resolution or amendment by 

'if REMEMBER R tJI 
• l Mr Julian which could be e 

· g n f SMITHS JEWELLERS ; s�en by the public as giving o 
!( Late Nights, Dec: � W � �m. an advantage or bene- i 
I F ·d 1 7  "J; � For gifts and ·1ewel lery, watches, watch ii flt m that he was a tenant d 
J ri ay , ft i ii of the board. t 
� Wednesday 22, f � bands, clocks and many other Ch ristmas : Mr Julian said he took 
!I Friday 24 � )! 

g ifts. � umbrage at the_ remarks and c 
'� ii ?! WATCH REPAIRS DONE ON PREMISES ft said he was 111 favour of 
�!:=�':tffJ::::C.��� � All Work Guaranteed R supp?rt0-g the compla:.nts of 
!( 1' M . A parkmg 111 the area 
� Season's Greeti ngs from � i 277A Ponsonby Rd. Ph 764-384. l,S Mr E. L. Mort�n said he 
lf i !( A •• • II ct ·  . • 
� JOMLINSONS " •�"�>l)t)illt>i>i>.>i>.>l>l>l>!�� 0! 1gma Y 1d not th:nk 1t 
!I J\ 

right that peopJe who had 
J )'( ����«t«1<-1C-1C-l«ICIC-!Cl<4<-l«:IClCi«!CIC-1ClC-ICIC-IC{ClC-IC-!f:-IC-l<-IC-IC.-IC-lt', marina licences should have 
� , R � f preferential parking but 
� Men 5 and Boyswear n � JA(KS RADIO & TV (0 LTD 

" having seen the problem on 
� SHORT SLEEVE SlilRTS, SM, M,i � 

' f S�da_y he had now changed 
i:los $4. 95 xos $5.30A !,! 

K his IID!1d. 
)f � !I <;olour TV, a l l  bra nds now i n  stock. Also a 1' Marma licensees he said 
iHAWAII SHIRTS, F:h;rt$�ess i ! l a rge ra nge of home app l ia nces. Ca l l  i n  now I were at least conti'.ibuting t� 
� 

0 
• � i a nd see the radio and TV specia l ists. ft the board's frnances and 

�MEN'S SOCKS. From $1,20 A )f Ji • � 
�WALK SOCKS � 
)! 

$1 .95 to $2.95 e 
ijBOXED HANKS (3). $2.20l 
�WALLETS • From $6. 65 � 
Y. Also good range shorts, hats, f · 
ij underwear. j'( 

I 291 Ponsonby Rd, R 
)! ,"\ 
i' Three Lamps ii 
� Phone 765-9 1 7  � 
if K 
•A-�,��)!)$i;,,->r-,i.>l)j-j. 
�l({ClC!C-IC-IClC-l(l(l(l(l(-!CIC!C-1(:C-l<i 

� DISCOUNT i 
! SHOES f 
f Three lamps, Ponsonby i 

• 1t Xmas Bargains "It 
'lt 1' 
� for a 
� an I 
� ii )! .It 
y " � K 
� � 
�-������� ii v, ..... ..... , Ii ,,-- ii t 
t Good shoes for less , • 
� l 


