
)\finister defends 

counselling 
Opp10,siUon to the idea of 

increased couns,eUing ser• 
vkes f,or dmnes:tic purpo,5es 
benefldaries has ,con.founded 
t.he f...lirdst,er of Soda.I \V,el� 
fare (I\'! r \\talker)'.. 

t "I am at a l.o ss to under• 
�tand why the New Zealand 
Assodation of Social Work­
ers is opp,osed to increa s,ed 
col.ms.eHing servi,ce·s being 
made available to domestic 
r.mrpos

1

e beneficiaries./' sai,d 
Mr Vv',alkeir. 

He was referring to, a 
state.inent by the ass,ociation 
in 1 'The P:ress. " 1 ,of_ July ll2. 
that counseUing such 
beneficiarie:s inf1 inged tb,eir 
rig:hts� 

.,Surely any mo·•fe t,iJ, help 
domes,tic pu.rpos 1es 
benefi:dari,e:s. save their mar­
ri.ag,e.s &hould be encouraged 
fo1r the sak,e of themselves 
and thiefr chHdren.'' he said .. -

�� As I have said earlier. 
there are now about so,ocn 
children being suppo ted by 
solo, parents on domestic 
DiUrposes benefits .. 
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••The domes ie purposes 
benefit review commit .ee 
which included an executive 
member of the association 
said that the read avaHabil� 
ity of the domes • c purpo..,es 
benefit so soon after the 
marriag:e break-down could 
be a decis've fac or in re­
spect of a relatior hip that 
might otherw.ise be capable 
ot o,n,e repair/' 

It appeared that the asso­
c ia don had now hosen to 
disagree with the committee. 
which was its prerogative. 
Mr Walker said the recent 
alarming increase in the 
number o,f domes ic_ pur• 
poses beneficiaries supported 
U,P. viP.w nf the committee .. 

MSC0030301_0002 


