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Adjournment from 3.44 pm to 4.06 pm
COMMISSIONER GIBSON: Ms Thomas.
CLOSING STATEMENT BY THE ROYAL COMISSION

MS THOMAS: Thank you, Commissioner Gibson. Over the last eight days of Uhia te
Maramatanga, this public hearing, we have heard from 23 survivors and whanau members.
As we close this hearing this afternoon, we would like to acknowledge the very many
disabled survivors, Deaf survivors, and survivors who have experienced mental distress,
who have also provided evidence to this Royal Commission through their private sessions
and through witness statements.

We would also like to welcome and encourage any more survivors who may like to
come forward and engage with us.

We would also like to acknowledge the disabled survivors, Deaf survivors, and
survivors who have experienced mental distress who have previously given evidence
during the last three years of the Royal Commission's public hearings. We have compiled
some survivor quotes from survivor evidence at these previous hearings and we've put them

into a video which we will play now as part of the close of this public hearing.
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As with all of the evidence that we have heard throughout the last eight days, I need
to say that it is distressing, and some people may find this video hard to watch. I would ask
for it to be played now.

[Video played]



