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SUMMARY OF MY EVIDENCE
10. Scope of Opinion

a. Te Ao Maori perspective on the impacts that for tamariki and their whanau, hapu and
iwi when the state removed tamariki from whanau and placed them in a [non-kin] foster

care arrangement (and which often involved multiple placements).

In this brief, | begin by discussing broadly the historical and inter-related issues concerning
whanau Maori to provide the background that led to their gradual fragmentation and stories of

disconnection.

It is critical to understand the socio-historical context that led to the erosion of healthy whanau
systems that subsequently led to the removal of tamariki and mokopuna from whanau.
Researchers, academics, and historians have reported on the damages of colonisation and

racism which led to the systematic breakdown of Maori society.

| do not wish to provide extensive detail concerning colonisation and the marginalisation of
tangata whenua as | believe much of this information has been espoused by key withesses in

this Inquiry, and in numerous reports and publications for several years.

The expressed concerns of the recently departed Dr Moana Jackson and Professor Mcintosh

throughout the Contextual Hearings are relevant to my evidence and the resultant sub-inquiry.

There is a substantial body of knowledge that gives voice to the concerns that Maori hold with
respect to child welfare policies. | provide a limited list of reports that are relevant to my brief.

They are representative of the long-held concerns Maori have had for many years.

LIST OF RELEVANT REPORTS

1. Puao-te-ata-tu (Daybreak): The report of the Ministerial Advisory Committee on a Maori
perspective for the department of social welfare. Department of Social Welfare - 1988.

Puao-te-ata-tu (Daybreak) - PDF Document (msd.govt.nz)

2. Ko Te Wa Whakawhiti it's Time for a Change: A Maori Inquiry Into Oranga Tamariki OT-
REVIEW-REPORT.pdf (whanauora.nz)

3. HAUORA Report on Stage One of the Health Services and Outcomes Kaupapa Inquiry
Wai 2575 Waitangi Tribunal report 2019. Hauora: Report on Stage One of the Health

Services and Outcomes Kaupapa Inquiry (justice.govt.nz)
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4. Te kuku o te manawa : Ka puta te riri, ka momori te ngakau, ka heke nga roimata mo toku
pépi - Office of the Children’s Commissioner June 2020. TKTM-JUNE2020-Final-print.pdf

5. He Take Kohukihuki Plrongo e Tlhura ana i nga kaupapahere, tikanga me nga hatepe
mo te tango i nga pépi hou a Oranga Tamariki — A Matter of Urgency Investigation Report
into policies, practices and procedures for the removal of newborn pépi by Oranga
Tamariki, Ministry for Children - Chief Ombudsman August 2020. He Take Kohukihuki A

Matter of Urgency.pdf (ombudsman.parliament.nz)

6. Hapaitia te Oranga Tangata — Safe and Effective Justice — the government'’s review of the
criminal justice system, where Maori are over-represented and wahine Maori are the

fastest growing prison population. Hapaitia te Oranga Tangata | New Zealand Ministry of

Justice

7. Haha-uri, haha-tea Maori Involvement in State Care 1950-1999 — Independent research
commissioned by the Crown Response to the Abuse in Care Inquiry July 2021. Haha-uri-
haha-tea-Maori-Involvement-in-State-Care-1950-1999 (1).pdf

8. Te Puna Wai 0 Tuhinapo Youth Justice Residence OPCAT Monitoring Report November
2021 Te Puna Wai o Tuhinapo Report 2021 FINAL 1.pdf
(childrenandyoungpeople.org.nz)

9. Wilson, D., Mikahere-Hall, A., Sherwood, J., Cootes, K., & Jackson, D. (2019). E Tg
Wahine, E Ta Whanau: Wahine Maori keeping safe in unsafe relationships. Auckland, NZ:
Taupua Waiora Maori Research Centre.  hitps://niphmhr.aut.ac.nz/research-

centres/taupua-waiora-centre-for-maori-health-research/publications

It is an unthinkable decision to place tamariki and mokopuna outside of whakapapa whanau
or kin-based whanau. The Maori world has always had organising principles and spiritual
values. Whakapapa is a relational and major organising principle that shapes social order.
Maori have their own culturally unique traditions to explain and express spiritual beliefs and

forces such as wairua, mana and mauri.

To understand why it is unthinkable to place tamariki and mokopuna outside of whakapapa
whanau or kin based whanau | provide the following detail to give insights from a Te Ao Maori

perspective.
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Whanau must have the opportunity to make choices concerning the context in which their
healing and recovery journey's take place. Greater accountability by Maori, to Maori, for Maori
must occur in the context of Kaupapa Maori response-based practice where tikanga values

and principles are central.

As suggested by Bolton, et al. (2020), Puao-Te-Ata-Tu and The Maori Inquiry into the Ministry
for Children (Kaiwai et al., 2020), have articulated and laid the foundations for transformative

change.

Final Comments:

| do not believe it is necessary for me to reiterate the long-held concerns Maori have held
concerning the state of child welfare. There are only so many recommendations that Maori

can make before there comes a time for serious change.

An inquiry into Pakeha resistance and the analysis of state policies and legislation that has
worked against Maori is the work of Pakeha. Maori need the opportunity to free ourselves from

forms of positive resistance so that we can invest in solutions best suited for us.

Matauranga Maori and kaupapa Maori research and practice initiatives are informing
interventions and these need to be recognised for the benefits they are producing and

appropriately resourced.
Maori have experienced generations of disconnection, the medicine for this is connection.

| do not dismiss the reality that there are mokopuna Maori, who see too much, hear too much,
and experience the pain of violence, neglect, sexual abuse degradation within their own
whanau. Together we must change the life course trajectory for them. It will take much work

to heal the pains of the past and protect mokopuna Maori from further harms.

Te Tiriti o Waitangi when fully realised is the korowai that should serve to protect mokopuna

Maori and their successive generations.

NGO reira, e aku mihi ki a kotou

GRO-C

Dr Alayne Mikahere Hall
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