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ROYAL COMMISSION OF INQUIRY INTO ABUSE IN CARE

WITNESS STATEMENT OF DESMOND ALBERT HURRING
IN RESPECT OF RESIDENCES INVESTIGATION

I, Desmond Albert Hurring, state: -

INTRODUCTION
1 My full name is Desmond Albert Hurring. | was born on GR031 961.
2. lam the youngest of six children. My father's name was|  GROB-1 | He was

of Maori, Tasmanian Aboriginal and British descent. My father's iwi is Ngai

parents are now deceased.

3. My parents had a tumultuous, on/off relationship. Both of them drank alcohol
regularly at home. My father left the family when | was about four years old,
leaving my mother to bring up the family on her own, although he would

periodically return to the family home, up until early 1968.
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ADMISSION TO LOOKOUT POINT BOYS’ HOME

16. On 12 March 1976, | appeared in the Children and Young Persons Court on
a charge of theft. [WITN0220009] At this point, | was sent to Lookout Point. |
stayed there until 7 May 1976.

17. At Lookout Point, | endured a lot of mental abuse, emotional torture, physical

abuse, and sexual abuse over a long period of time.

18. | was sexually abused by a male staff member, whose identity | am not sure
of because the abuse happened at night. What | am clear on, though, is that
on five or six occasions | woke to find this male staff member’'s hand under

my bedclothes.

19. In addition to the sexual abuse, | was physically abused by a number of staff
members. Staff abuse was daily and often for no reason. | was hit, kicked,
punched, yelled at, and dragged by my ears. Junior staff learned from the
senior staff that violence against us boys was acceptable.

20. One staff member who assaulted me was Mr GRO-B:3 a very tall man, who

was possibly ex-police. Mr | Gro-8-3| hit me and punched me in the hallways

regularly.

21.  lwas also regularly assaulted by a Mr 6ro-84 who hit me and gave me a thick
ear.

22.  Another staff member, Mr GROBS who was a skinny, very fit man, took
punishments to the next level of extreme. Every chance he could, Mr GIRIO-IB-HSE

would hit, punch, and slap me, while verbally abusing me as well.

23. On two occasions, MrGRDBﬁsquwted me with the fire extinguisher as
punishment because he considered this to be a suitable punishment.
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On top of these assaults, a staff member called Mr Gro-86 often gave me a
kick up the backside or a clout around the ear. Back at that time, | probably
did not think of these as assaults, but | later came to understand that staff

were not allowed to treat me this way.

On a regular basis, | was made to clean the boiler room, also called “The
boiler room and then make me scrub it clean with a toothbrush. When | had
finished doing that, Mr. GRo-B-5 |would tip ash out into the room and make me

clean it again.

Staff were aware that | was allergic to fruit. On one occasion, two staff

then forced me to eat the vomit, as a punishment that he considered
appropriate. Mr GrRo-B4|clearly also considered it appropriate, as he did not
intervene. MrGROBsforced me to run around the tennis court, where |
continued to vomit, and then | was made to clean up the vomit with a
toothbrush. | was then forced to run around again until | couldn’t do any further

exercise.

| remember being forced to “stand to attention” at the tennis court on a frosty
night, many times, dressed only in my underwear. This went on for hours on
end, until | was finally permitted to come inside. | remember my feet looked a
blue-black colour and | could not feel them touching the ground to walk. Staff
thought this was a proper punishment to be used in winter when the ground
was covered in ice. | very much doubt any staff would have treated their own
children in this way.

On one occasion | was accused of urinating into a jug of juice that was put
out on the tea table. As punishment, | was not given any tea that night. The
next day | was sent to the principal’s office where | was given “six of the best”
with a leather strap on each hand. This was something | had not done. but |

still got punished for it by the principal, ~ cros |
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Privileges were often taken away without warning by staff. This would mean
we would have no food or books, nor be allowed to watch TV, nor go out on
a Wednesday night for our canteen. We would not get our quota of cigarettes.
This was on top of being slapped across the head, kicked up the buttocks,

cuffed across the ears, or yelled at, for no reason.

On top of that, the boys (including me) were made to take cold showers for
up to 30 minutes. We were made to sweep and clean the driveway with our
toothbrushes. We would have the bedroom lights flicked on and off while we
were trying to sleep. These punishments were for minor infractions, such as
taking food from the cupboards when | was hungry.

Staff members also belittled and put me down. On one occasion, Mr| GRO-B-4
saw me reading a pamphlet about sex and male puberty. For a period of days,

he humiliated me by telling everyone | had been reading the pamphlet.

On top of the abuse by the staff, | was also abused by a number of other boys,
often when staff were present. | remember being beaten up by other boys.
Staff failed to intervene and help me, even though they saw | was being

beaten up.

| regularly saw other boys being beaten by staff or older, bigger boys. Staff

did not intervene.

| remember trying to tell staff that | was being beaten by the other boys.
Instead of being helped, | was told to stop lying. No action was taken to protect

me from further harm.

One of the things | still remember is that male and female staff watched us
boys when we were in the shower, or when we were changing at the
swimming pool. We were given no privacy while going to the toilet either. To
this day, | think it was inappropriate and embarrassing for staff members,
particularly female staff members, to watch us while we were naked and/or
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when a large group of boys pushed me to the ground and punched, kick and

beat me. After that, fights were usually one-on-one.

Kohitere staff welcomed me the next morning by tipping a bucket of cold water
over me while | was in bed. | was yelled at to get out of bed onto the parade
ground. | remember being made to stand to attention, dressed only in a white
singlet and underwear. | was wet from head to foot while | stood on cold

ground without shoes.

One really cruel staff member was Mr | GRo-B7 | who acted like a drill
sergeant. | remember he always yelled into my left ear and punished me by
making me shovel heaps of coal into the boiler room, before | could eat. This
was for not moving quick enough out onto the parade ground, or for not
standing straight, or from standing too close to another boy while on the

parade ground.

While | was at Kohitere, | was sexually assaulted by a staff member who was
in charge of Kiwi House. To this day | have been unable to disclose the details
of that abuse to anyone because of the impact of the abuse on me.

Physical assaults by staff at Kohltere were common. I remember staff

members called Mr IG':‘0 = Mrl GRO e ' and Mr GRO-B7 e These staff would

cuff me around the ears and klck me up the backssde Mr GRO B- , particularly,
hit me and dragged me. | remember one occasion when he dragged me
across the parade ground from the dorm because my boots were not clean
enough for parade that day. That same night | was in trouble with the
housemaster responsible for me, after one of the kitchen staff gave me an
extra pudding. | was punished by being made to do 100 press-ups in the
parade ground, in the rain.

| was also physically assaulted by a staff member from the forestry gang, who
kicked and beat me. This was because | was never good with understanding
how to prune the trees and one day | cut a tree in the wrong place, stunting
its growth. | remember | was kicked out of forestry after that and put in the



EMBARGO UNTIL 11/05/2021



EMBARGO UNTIL 11/05/2021



EMBARGO UNTIL 11/05/2021



EMBARGO UNTIL 11/05/2021



EMBARGO UNTIL 11/05/2021



EMBARGO UNTIL 11/05/2021



87.

88.

89.

90.

1.

92.

93.

WITNO0220001-0015

EMBARGO UNTIL 11/05/2021

15

Cooper Legal requested my records in May 2012. My records were ultimately
provided to Cooper Legal in May 2013, over a year after they had been

requested.

Because of this, Cooper Legal took a claim for me and a large group of people
whose records had been delayed, to the Human Rights Review Tribunal. As a
result, | was eventually paid compensation of $9,000 in late 2016/early 2017.

My claim was ultimately settled in 2016, when | accepted the sum of $12,000
which was offered to me under MSD'’s Fast Track Process.

| paid the so-called compensation money | received directly into the mortgage
fund. | feel like the money | got from MSD is “dirty money”, mainly because MSD
has never shown any real remorse or given me a proper apology or

acknowledgement for the abuse and harm | suffered.

| did not take this case to get compensation. | was expecting MSD to admit the
wrongdoing done against me. | was also expecting a real apology from the
government, and criminal charges being laid against the perpetrators, like .GRo-8-5|

GRO-B-5 | |t seems so unjust to me that he is still employed by the State and has

never been made accountable for his abuse of me, to this day.

| am now terminally ill with heart and lung problems that have no known cure. |
spend most of my days not being able to work any longer. As a result, my wife
and | have had to sell our house and move into a smaller house, because | can
no longer maintain our section. We have already lost our vegetable garden and

have to employ a contractor to cut the grass weekly.

| want to live whatever life | have left with my wife, knowing at least that | have
tried to right the wrongs out of my control, because of MSD and its cover-ups,
denials and lies of lost and/or destroyed paperwork, along with a broken system
that remains to deny the truth of facts that to me are as clear as day.
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Statement of Truth

~3 statement is wue to the best of mv knowiedage and belief and was made by
e Knowing that it may be used as evidence by the Royai Commission of inquiry
into Abuse in Care.

Signed: Des Hurring... GRO-C

Dated: 17-2-2021......... / 7’ O2- 292 /

Annex B
Consent to use my statement

Tesmend Albert Hurring. confirm that by submitiing my sianed wiiness
statement to the Royal Commission of inquiry into Abuse in Care, | consent to its

use in the foilowing ways:

= pubiication on the Iinguiry websiie;

* reference and/or inclusion in any interim and/or final repor;

« disclosure to those granted leave to appear, desianated as core
participants and where instructed, their legal representatives via the
inquiry’s database or by any other means as directed by the Inquiry;

* presentation as evidence before the Inquiry, inciuding at a pubiic hearing;

« informing further investigation by the inquiry.

i aiso confirm that | have been advised of the option to seek anonymity and that if

granted my identity may nevertheless be disclosed to a person or organisation,
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inciuding any instructed iegal representatives, who is the subject of criticism in
my witness statement in order that they are afforded a fair opportunity fo respond
to the criticism. As my name is already in print in the aforementioned book 1 have
no issue whatsoever with it being published. I'm not seeking anonymity in any

such form from this commission of inquiry, iI'm a survivor of the abuse.
Signed...Des Hurring. | GRO-C

Date...17-02-2021. I Fe02-202/





