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ROYAL COMMISSION OF INQUIRY INTO ABUSE IN CARE

WITNESS STATEMENT OF DONALD KIU

I, Donald Kiu, will say as follows: —

1. My full name is Donald Daniel Kiu. | was born on| GRO-C 1963 in Raetihi. |
am 58 years old. | am Maori; my iwi on my mum'’s side is Ngati Maniapoto and
my iwi on my dad'’s side is Tuwharetoa. | am currently a residential patient at

Te Awhina Unit at Whanganui Hospital. | am a survivor of Lake Alice.

2. | had two admissions to Lake Alice: one was when | was aged nine and the
other when | was 15. On the first admission, | was there from 3 October 1972
to 1 November 1972. In the second admission, | was there from 27 July 1978

to 18 August 1978. In total, | spent almost two months in Lake Alice.

3. | was one of the claimants in the Grant Cameron proceedings. | made a
statement for that case. (Statement of Donald Kiu dated 19 November 2001
[WITNO0324002]). | endorse what | said in that statement, and it is to be read as
part of this statement.
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Early life

4. My family is from Ohakune. My mum’s name |s GRO-B --ﬁand my
dad’s name is GRO'B My mum was only 16 when she had me and my
twin brother; my dad was 18. By the time my mum was 18, she had five kids.
So my parents were very young when they had us and often struggled to care

for us.

5. We stayed with my grandmother when we were first born. It was my
grandmother who initially looked after me and my brothers GROB(my twin),
_GRO-B | and |GRO-B and my sister |GRO-B|. My grandmother's name is
_ ~ GRO-B | | have good memories of those early years with my

grandmother. She started teaching me a lot about living off the land and looking

after our home. When we moved away from her, | think my mum struggled
being away from her mother and the home environment and culture she grew

up with.

6. After we left my grandmother’s, our whanau had a lot of engagement with Social
Welfare. Mum would contact the police and social workers to help her look after

us.
Going into foster care

7. When | was about seven, | was taken off my parents and put into foster care.
This was the start of my life within the system and the start of my suffering in

so many different institutions.

8. | was in this particular foster home for about six months. | can remember being
held down on a table. There was a towel and a jug of water, and as | was being
held down, the jug of water was poured down my throat. | went back home at
some stage, but on 6 July 1972, a complaint had been made by the Department
of Social Welfare against my mother saying that me and my brother were in
need of care and protection. (Notice of Complaint, Department of Social
Welfare, dated 6 July 1972 [WITN0324003]).
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9. My mum ended up appearing in the Children’s Court in August 1972 when |
was nine. My parents were told they were too young to look after me and my
brother and that they would get a good education and be better off if they gave
us to the government to look after. They believed they were giving us a better
life and agreed for them to take us. It was agreed we would go to Maryland
Hospital to treat severe ear infections. (Social Worker Report to Court, dated
17 August 1972 [WITN0324004]).

10.  Our family was split up by Social Welfare, and | only ever saw my brotheré_ﬁff?—_?_é
after that. | have made a statement to the Royal Commission about my time in

care in other institutions.
Admissions to Lake Alice

11. | was admitted to Lake Alice on 3 October 1972. (Lake Alice Admission Form,
dated 3 October 1972 [WITN0324005]). | was nine years old. | was never sent
to school there. In my notes, it says that | had “aggressive and destructive
outbursts”, that | was ‘“intensely over-active”, and | “showed marked
retardation”. (Lake Alice Examination Notes, M. L. Benson, dated 4 October
1972 [WITNO0324006]). | hate reading that and seeing that in my notes. | don’t
think | was retarded at all; | was just a young boy struggling with being brought
up in a hard environment. My parents were struggling too, but instead of

helping, they just say that | am retarded and got me locked me up.

12.  Its interesting to me that just 2 weeks later, Dr Leeks wrote a report on me
saying | showed no signs of explosive or uncontrolled behaviour. (Dr Leeks
letter re Donald at Lake Alice dated 19 October 1978 [WITN0324007]).

13. My records show that | was put in Villa 16 and | was also in Villa 7, Villa 8, Villa
11, and Villa 14. (Lake Alice Examination and Admission Notes, dated October
1972 and July/August 1978 [WITN0324008]).

14. On 25 October 1972, | was discharged from Lake Alice and sent to Levin
hospital where | received medical treatment for my ears. (Lake Alice Discharge
Note, dated 25 October 1972 [WITN0324009]). | stayed there until | was
admitted to Palmerston North Hospital on 2 January 1973. (Palmerston North
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From September 1978, | was appearing regularly in Children’s Court for a
number of vehicle and assault offences. | was 15 or 16 years old. | eventually
ended up going to prison. In prison, | did get some education. | learnt how to

read and write. Until then, | had not received any real education.

Prison led to me joining the Black Power gang. By the age of 25, | was a
patched member. It gave me a sense of belonging and power, with the support
of the gang behind me. But after a while, | started to disagree with some of the

things Black Power did.
Marriage and family

At 41 years old, | got married, and my marriage lasted seven years. The
relationship | had with my wife wasn’t great — she had an ugly temper and so
did I. We would often get into fights with each other. We had a violent

relationship.

We had a son named|SRo-8. When he was a baby, we were so close. | wanted
to change and for him to be with me and to know who he was as Maori. | didn’t
want him to go into the system like | did. Unfortunately, he was taken away from
me. | was told that | did not have the parenting skills to look after him properly,
and he was taken into the Child, Youth, and Family system. We don'’t really

have a relationship now. He is 17 years old.

After he was taken away, | left his mother and tried really hard to prove to the
Social Welfare system that | could be a good dad. | would follow their process
and everything they told me to do. | did three parenting programmes and
courses, but it was like they were out to get me from the beginning. They said |
failed every course and that they would not give my son back. The whole
process traumatised me. How could they stop me from seeing my son? | just

wanted to show him love.

He ended up being in 33 different social worker homes while he was young.
And for that whole time, | was there wanting to be with him and asking to have

him back. A few times, | found out where he was and tried and see him. They
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would trespass me and ring the police. It got to a point when my boy didn’t want

to be with me either.

52. | have a daughter as well, who lives in Australia. Here name is | GRO-B | My
sister-in-law took her to Australia after the judge gave her custody when she
was only two. | had just got out of jail and wanted her back. | tried very hard,
but once again, the Social Welfare system got involved, and that was that. She

is 16 now, and | hardly talk to her at all.
Complaints and compensation

53. When | was about 22 or 23, | went to the police and tried to tell them what
happened to me in Lake Alice. | went in with my cousin for support. But because
of my association with Black Power, | found it hard to have these discussions
with the police who, at the time, | considered to be the enemy. It didn’t help that
they were giving me attitude and treating me like shit because of my gang
association, so | just left. | ended up giving up entirely.

54. | was involved in the Grant Cameron proceedings and received some money. |
can’'t remember how much. There was a first payment where they took lots of
the money to pay legal fees. Then | got another payment after that (Ex-Gratia
Payment Letter to Donald, dated 8 November 2017 [WITN0324014]). To be
honest, | didn’t really understand the process or what was happening. All |
thought was, “oh choice, | will have some money”. But | didn't realise we
wouldn'’t really get to have our say or tell our story. That is very important to me

now.
Effects of Lake Alice and state care on my life
Separation from children

55. There have been so many bad effects that have come from my time in Lake
Alice and from the state care system. The biggest effects, which hurt me every
day, are that my children were taken away from me. Because of my past, which
they themselves created, and their ideas that | wouldn't be a good father, they
decided to take my children away from me, their dad, and put them into a white
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