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(Niuean, 66yo) spoke about his involvement with the Polynesian Panthers (then

aged 16yo).

16. Twenty-seven survivors talked about their individual experiences of being
abused. This included seven females and 20 males. Of the 27, they identified
their ethnicities as 11 Samoan, 7 Samoan/Pakeha, 3 Cook Island/Maori, 1
Tongan/Pakeha, 1 Fijian/Pakeha, 1 Niuean, 1 Tokelauan, 1 Cook Island Maori
and 1 Tokelauan/Maori. More than sixty percent of the sample have Samoan
ancestry. This is to be expected given the large number of Samoans (47.8%) that

make up the Pacific Peoples population in Aotearoa NZ.3

17. Of the 27 survivors, 18 identified themselves as first generation Pasifika born in
Aotearoa NZ and nine were born in the islands. The average age of those that
shared their experiences was 49 years old, ranging from 27 to 69 years old. The
average age for when they were placed in care and experienced the abuse was
12 years, ranging from 5 to 16 years. The care placements or places of abuse
consisted of mental health residential placements, boys/girls homes, family
homes (community-based group home) and church settings. Based on the

stories of the survivors, almost 75% of the abuse occurred in boys/girls homes.

18. For almost all of the survivors, the trauma and abuse they experienced prior to
and whilst in care continued to have long-lasting effects that were detrimental to

their own wellbeing, and that of their family.
What led to their placement in Care?

19. The reasons for placement in Care included a combination of family and
parental issues, family conflict and significant harmful family events.
Experiences of racism and poverty were common amongst the survivor

stories.

20. Some survivors spoke about their negative experiences with migration that
included racism, poverty, loss of identity and cultural belonging. Many

survivors also reported negative experiences in education such as language

3 Stats NZ (n.d.). Samoan ethnic data (sourced from the 2018 Census data). 2018 Census ethnic group
summaries | Stats NZ
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115. A copy of my written consent to use my statement is annexed to this statement.

Statement of Truth

This statement is true to the best of my knowledge and belief and was made by me
knowing that it may be used as evidence by the Royal Commission of Inquiry into

Abuse in Care.

GRO-C

Signed:é

Dated: | Zf/ﬁ?/@{
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