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WITNESS STATEMENT OF PAUL MILNER

I, Paul Milner, will say as follows:
1. Introduction

1.1. My name is Paul Milner. | am a former disability researcher (and failed retiree). | am 56
years old.

1.2. My parents are GRO-B i They were part of the Great British diaspora of the

1960s, and so | came out as hand luggage and grew up in Macandrew Bay, Otepoti,
Dunedin.

Early disability sector work

1.3 It would be fair to say that | tumble weeded into the disability sector, somewhere around
the age of 23 or 24. Before that | was a geographer - a teaching fellow at the University of
Otago, but ended up unemployed for a while and found myself doing the night shift at Park
Street — a community facility for people who were coming off a compulsory treatment order.
There was nothing intentional about it. It wasn't an deliberate career choice or anything like
that.
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2.24. In his early work on institutions, sociologist Erving Goffman (1961) wrote that the loss of a
progressive personal identity through restrained and regulated circumstance represented
the defining attribute of institutional life. These kinds of assaults on human dignity can be
invisible to those entangled in the culture of an institution. They are sometimes more visible
when you're parachuted into a setting as a young and naive researcher. | think that many of
the people who have survived institutions were so acculturated to the setting that they will
only report the things we have all been socialised to recognise as abuse. Their selves were
forged in these places and are now part of their identity. Sometimes it takes the affront of

an outsider sitting for the first time in a locked villa to see the things they may not.

2.25. Otherwise unremarkable moments of violence, like repeated exposure to the kicking of
one’s wheelchair or acts that determine the pecking order of a villa that everyone turns a
blind eye to because that's way things get sorted — and here is nothing that can be done to

change it. That is the nature of these places, they have their own logic.
The people | came to know
P

2.26. P was a non-verbal man with the brightest of blue eyes who'd been in the institution almost

all of his life. His eyes did his talking for him.

2.27. P’s nickname was Hardie because they used to have a building product called a Hardie
plank. So, P's name was Hardie, because he was thick as a plank.

2.28. While we were working on the Kimberley project | watched a documentary about a
Japanese prisoner-of-war camp and their treatment of Chinese prisoners. To legitimise the
way that they behaved towards the prisoners, guards needed a depersonalising lexicon.
The Japanese guards would call the Chinese prisoners “logs”. Beyond human. It was the
first thing that came to mind when | heard the reason staff called P, Hardie. “Hardie plank.”
It is an understanding of someone’s personhood that contributes, not just to the way you

treat them, but also insulates you from thinking too deeply about it at the same time.

2.29. When he could, P would get outside, to a small grassed enclosure behind his villa. Around
the perimeter of that enclosure was a deep furrow worn in the ground. There is a Buddhist
word “sanskara” — that conveys the idea that we dig a deep impression when we continue
to follow a single train of thought.iEE’s sanskara was the circuit he'd habitually walked that
had no grass because he trod it every day. It wasn't very big, only about 5 by 8 metres but it
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Statement of Truth

This statement is true to the best of my knowledge and belief and was made by me knowing that it
may be used as evidence by the Royal Commission of Inquiry into Abuse in Care.

GRO-C

Dated: w{ b /ZZ




