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through Jack Drake as the acting Principal and he would intercept them. | was not
able to write directly to the DSW Head Office.

Lake Alice Child and Adolescent Unit - Complaints

23.| started to get more worried about what has happening at Lake Alice so one day
in 1973, | drove the school's Hillman Hunter car to the Lake Alice Child and
Adolescent unit to check on some boys from my caseload. When | got to the unit, |
sat down with the boys who | believe were Rangi Wickliffe, Tyrone Marks, GRO-B-1|
GRO-B-1,[  GROB2  land| GROB3 |.lasked them how things
were going. They appeared to be really scared and told me they had been
administered Electro-Convulsive Therapy (ECT) to their heads and electric shocks
to their legs, without first receiving anaesthetic or muscle relaxant. They said they
had been given these electric shocks as a form of punishment by Dr Leeks. The
boys also said they were given paraldehyde injections by Dr Leeks. The boys said

they got painful injections in their bottoms which meant they couldn't sit down.

24.1 had some prior knowledge of Electro-Convulsive Therapy (ECT) and paraldehyde
having witnessed it being used on patients many times while working at Tokanui
hospital during my university holidays in 1964/65. | believe ECT is very good for
depression. Farmers would regularly voluntarily admit themselves to Tokanui
struggling with long-term or seasonal depression, often following their cows having
dried off, and be administered ECT with anaesthetic and muscle relaxant. This was
what | understood to be the proper way ECT should be administered. | knew
paraldehyde to be a very powerful drug that could sting like hell when given to a
patient.

25.1 believed what the kids were telling me. | knew them well and when they were
telling lies. They wouldn't have made up stories like that to tell me. It seemed to me
that what the boys said Dr Leeks was doing to them was completely out of order.
After | spoke with the boys, | approached Selwyn Leeks about the boys’ allegations.
He was defensive, denied that the ECT had been given as punishment, and said
the boys were lying. His response was along the lines of “I know what I'm doing,

I’'m the psychiatrist here, you're just a psychologist in training.”

26.1 left the boys at Lake Alice that day and went back to Holdsworth to speak to Jack
Drake about my concern for the boys’ safety. | told him that because he was the
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Jack Drake and Duncan McDonald. | said | intended to take over as Principal which
they agreed with.

33.1 called the Whanganui police to inform them of the sexual abuse allegations
against Jack Drake and Duncan McDonald. | told the Police | wanted the men
removed. | wasn't at the school when the Police arrived, but | believe they came
and escorted both men off the Holdsworth grounds. | didn’t have any further contact
with Police about this matter and | am unaware of any follow-up or action by the
police on this complaint. My main concern was to get both men away from the kids

which was achieved.

Complaints to DSW head office

34.1 also contacted DSW Head Office and asked to speak with . _GROC  lone
of the directors in charge of DSW residences. | knewGROC to be a very caring
person, a quick thinker and good to deal with. | informed him that | was now acting
Principal of Holdsworth and that Jack Drake and Duncan McDonald were off the
the complaints of mistreatment at Lake Alice. GrRo-cwas surprised and told me he
didn’t think | had the authority to take over the school. | said | was acting in the
best interests of the children and that was my paramount consideration. That was
what the Children and Young Persons Act required of us as DSW employees. It
didn’t matter to me whose toes | stepped on. After | explained this, GRO-C praised
me for moving so quickly. He shared my concern for the boys and told me he would

drive to Holdsworth the following day.

35.The next morning{__é_ég}?_;arrived at my home, across the paddock from Holdsworth
and sat down with my wife Glenys and | to discuss what was going on. Glenys is

now deceased.

36.1 think GRO-C may have recorded our conversation with some type of Dictaphone.
We discussed the allegations made by the boys and GRO-C said he would handle it.
As a result, | never wrote up my own report of these events because | understood
normal procedure was for a more senior person, such as]  GROC | to
prepare a report and file it with DSW's head office. | don’t rememberiGro-c and |

speaking about this matter again. It was my expectation that kids would stop being
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sent to Lake Alice and that the allegations against Jack Drake and Duncan
MacDonald would be investigated.

37.After my conversation with/GrRo-c| | don’t recall there being a DSW investigation
undertaken and | found the response of the DSW to my complaints of misconduct

against staff to be slack.

38.1 am however pretty sure my complaint resulted in Duncan McDonald being
transferred shortly thereafter to a role at Weymouth Girls School. DSW did this
knowing of the allegations against him from Holdsworth. | found this crazy and
unacceptable. He and Jack Drake should have been sacked and prosecuted. |
believe Duncan McDonald was later arrested for fraud related to misusing funds

meant for the Weymouth residents.

39.Towards the end of 1973 Michael Doolan arrived to take over as Principal at
Holdsworth School. Michael was a nice guy and | remember he changed the culture
that existed at Holdsworth for the better. | remember speaking to him about the
Lake Alice problem and the other allegations, he said he heard | had been ‘making
waves' at Holdsworth. | believe the concerns | raised contributed to Michael
Doolan’s decision to stop sending any more Holdsworth boys to Lake Alice at the
end of 1973.

40.]1 eventually left Holdsworth to take up the position of Principal at the DSW
Palmerston North Girls Home 1975. This move meant | was closer to Massey

University where | was carrying out my studies.

41.1 was not contacted in 1977 when allegations against Dr Selwyn Leeks were rife
and the Commission of Inquiry into his treatment of a Lake Alice patient was taking
place. | do remember hearing some of the news coverage of the investigation. I'm
surprised that | wasn't contacted because | was still a DSW employee. | didn't
consider coming forward because | had my hands full running Palmerston North
Girls home and | already experienced more than enough controversy raising
concerns about Lake Alice while at Holdsworth.

42.Shortly after the Lake Alice controversy quietened down, | spoke with Dr Leeks’ ex-
wife Priscilla Leeks who did social work with some of the residents at the
Palmerston North Girls Home. She told me Dr Leeks had disappeared off to
Melbourne.
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43.1 went on to have some further professional involvement with Lake Alice. For my
Masters studies in Psychology at Massey University, around 500 hours of practical
work was required. As part of that, | was worked every Friday at Lake Alice for two
years from 1978-79. | was in the national security unit and the forensic unit. | wrote
reports for the parole board hearings to be held at Lake Alice to determine whether

the inmates should be released or not.

44.1 stayed with DSW for 25 years, working both in residential institutions and

psychological services.
Final thoughts

45.The boys from Holdsworth trusted me and | have seen reminders of this trust since
I left. When | first moved to Christchurch in 1982 | took on some work as a prison
psychologist. | visited the east wing of the prison there, which was known for being
the tough wing. When | arrived | recognised! ~ GRO-B-2 | a boy who had
been on my Holdsworth caseload.[GRO-B-2/was in prison for murder and was
associated with Black Power. When he saw me, he stood up and said to the other
inmates “listen up, | know this bloke, he was my housemaster at Holdsworth school.
You can trust him.” This trust allowed me to do my job there effectively.

46.Since 1973 | have not been spoken to by police or any government officials about
the complaints | have outlined in this statement. | can recall these events because
what happened to the boys made me so angry. | only recently learned that despite
my complaints to DSW about Lake Alice in 1973, Dr Selwyn Leeks continued in his
role giving ECT to young people, including state wards until 1977. | am staggered
and shocked to learn that he continued for that long. | don’t understand how this

wasn't stopped earlier. | certainly tried to bring it to an end.

Statement of Truth

This statement is true to the best of my knowledge and belief and was made by me
knowing that it may be used as evidence by the Royal Commission of Inquiry into

Abuse in Care.

Signed _. GRO-C
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